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English Language Arts: Writing

Iltem Information and Scoring Guide
Reference Sheet,
Writing Prompt and Learning Results,
Scoring Guide and Training Notes,
and Student Responses

NOTE: Each student’s total writing score is based on a response to the writing prompt and the reading/
writing response item. (Refer to page C-66 for scoring information.)
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Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how the Maine Educational
Assessment (MEA) writing prompt is scored. These pages contain the prompt accompanied
by the following information.

e Learning Results: the content standards, followed by the performance indicators, that
the item measured

* Writing Scoring Guide: the ten-point description used to determine the score, divided
into two parts. Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing (Topic Idea Development) are
scored on a six-point scale, and Standard English Conventions are scored on a four-point
scale.

* Student Responses:

— one sample of student work for each score point value (6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1), scored for
Topic Idea Development

— one sample of student work for each score point value (4, 3, 2, 1), scored for Standard
English Conventions

— one exemplar of student work that received the highest possible score points for both
Topic Idea Development (6 points) and Standard English Conventions (4 points)
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Writing Prompt and Learning Results

Write about an important lesson that children should learn.

Writing Prompt
Learning Results: F-1, G-2, G-4
Standard English Conventions

F  Students will write and speak correctly, using conventions of standard written and spoken
English. Students will be able to
1 edit written work for Standard English spelling and usage, evidenced by pieces that
show and contain

no significant errors in the use of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives.

few significant errors in the use of adjective forms (e.g., comparative, superlative),
adverbial forms, prepositions, and prepositional phrases.

attention to the proper use of conjunctions.

no significant errors in the spelling of common, frequently used words, and attention
to the correct spelling of commonly misspelled words and less common words.

no significant errors in the common conventions of capitalization (e.g., proper
nouns, names, titles) and attention to the less common capitalization conventions
(e.g., capitalizing the names of nationalities).

no significant errors in the use of ending punctuation marks, few significant errors in
the common uses of commas, and attention to the proper use of the colon, semicolon,
hyphen, dash, apostrophe, and quotation marks.

Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing and Speaking

G Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore
ideas, to present lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to
communicate feelings, knowledge, and opinions. Students will be able to

2 write stories that include major events, develop settings, and deal with problems and

solutions.

G Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore
ideas, to present lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to
communicate feelings, knowledge, and opinions. Students will be able to

4 write essays and deliver oral presentations which identify a clear topic and reliably

support that topic.
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Training Notes for Writing Prompt
Student Responses Scored for Topic Idea Development

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 Paper—page B-8

This is an example of a richly developed essay. The writer presents her emotions in relevant and
effective details that build to form a strong overall effect. The tone of the piece is personal, as we can
see in lines such as “They won. | lost. Simple as that. After this | usually stormed off to the safety of
my bedroom and balled my eyes out...” Use of language is sophisticated—short, choppy sentences
are used for a particular purpose and achieve a planned effect.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 5 Paper—page B-11

This essay fully develops the idea that “names do hurt” The writer develops details that support a
strong sense of personal experience. Voice is very clear in this first-person narrative. Tone and style
emerge in clear examples of experience, and this quality engages the reader. Language is used
effectively throughout.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 4 Paper—page B-13
This essay is well developed and contains pertinent details that support the topic. The writer conveys
a sense of earnestness, the effect of which is a consistent quality of voice.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 3 Paper—page B-15
There are just enough details in this essay to achieve moderate topic development. For the most
part, the writing remains focused, and the writer attempts to add variety in use of language.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 2 Paper—page B-16

This essay has little topic development, and a shift of focus reveals little control of organization. Details
are very general. Variety in language is limited, and this flaw adds to the essay’s limited overall effect.
A noticeable narrative approach adds some quality of voice.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 1 Paper—page B-17
This response haslittle topic development, few details, and simplistic language. The piece is organized with
a beginning, middle, and end, but the writer misses the opportunity to include supporting details.

Student Responses Scored for Standard English Conventions

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4 Paper—page B-18
Control of conventions is demonstrated in text that is complex and engaging to the reader.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 3 Paper—page B-21
Errors do not interfere with communication, and there are few errors relative to the length and
complexity of the essay.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 2 Paper—page B-22
There are noticeable errors in sentence formation and mechanics; but overall, ideas are communicated
with reasonable clarity.
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Standard English Conventions Score Point 1 Paper—page B-23
Sentence formation errors and errors in mechanics in simplistic text reveal that the writer has little
control of Standard English conventions.

Exemplar Student Response Paper—page B-24

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6

This is a richly developed piece of writing with vivid details and effective use of language. Use
of metaphor and simile is effective: “stress is a hurdle” and “the sun is... like blades of fire”
The distinctive tone and voice are set through effective inclusion of personal experience.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4
The writer shows control of Standard English conventions in text that is engaging and complex.
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Student Responses for Topic Idea Development Score Points 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Student Responses for Standard English Conventions Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Politress  has  abvoys been a Uery importat- lesson 3
childeen fo learn. It is the key fo suuess, arcl It reFlecks what pepk
H’Hl’lk a()ouf ﬂnl' duu mol hov ﬂle‘ywl” furn ot In /IR&

One Way that [m@ polite can hep a Child is iF, far exampk,
’R/dve s sell; R?Mlh@ /%;)'6{ For the Glscouts or J#t a school
activefy. lets sa hat o childl 5 sellng magavines e his/her school et
person asanhs # roise o o oF mongy; so Pefshe sel) mugarines o ol hishec
Ramily members, but $HY) et 5 sell meve. fe /she decides Yo sell mogosine
acound his/her neghborhed. There are fux oo fhat hekhe can Sel
Hhese m\gmne;?‘hc fisk is For hmlber fo walk acress /)is/h‘.’r
Neiohburs yardy fheaugh Mis/herss  nejghborsTnoees, and <lons on He dpor:

When ifher E;ﬁ Gens theiv dow, hefspe say Hat fher are selliy
mggaxings A ool ﬂg e 7o &9’ e Ths is not a derfe by
1 Jd a Sale. I hefshe really wank fo sl sme magazines, He
will have o Fry & ot fader fhon Tt So nstead oF sell
magatine, the Flrst toay; he/she shoukd fry Ceing & fitte Mare polite
FWA O‘H; he or ¢he Showldd wallf alag é }ﬂﬂ!, or Jmf'a better
direction 4o his/bec reighbors door: Then he/ste  Should Hrock fastfally on
the dosr insheod  of Slammirg on it When fhey ame o fhe dooe yeu
chld el thems what you are <eling, chet fory and that cver oke Hhe
would ke fo Ao Seling his/feris sines Ths iy (il probably
ge\" him/her a  sale. IP ¢o you  say Manlou %’W-ﬁ)@, andl then
/M/ She  Joges. 5/ Jo)\rg fhis o will most cleFinafely raole meore Ges,
and by 0‘6@ that you Will rake more money 1or jour schal
Anether ooy fhat bei Polﬂ'@ an help, 5 myte i - Someant
lives mear a small comvinent Store rohere fley Shp 6y ot affer Stheo!
of juct Over fhe coeeiond. Wher i Gyr Somerirg Here or iF you gef
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assistedy pou shotd aluys say your Plesses and tharkious. By do(ry Phie, you
(on bewme much more frendly with fhe people Vere, and hove a beHer
thance at 3efﬁ3 a dob fere cohen you are old encugh.

These twere fwo wooys why o child s karn fo 6e rmore
wolite. By q&w this they hove a muth Geffer Chance of Cegomi
succondul] n Iife, ma/ﬂy new Friendk, and ke /auneho feel Torter
about yourcelf?

Childeen  ave Uery cnCloyy %o theywill get tnto f‘kin\c}ﬁ e
and Toy lots o€ +k\'n%5. An imPoctant lesson ek chilaren Should

°N_1 ~ Wit Arvag o alchole.. Thy!
le v | <
&n \ \ ee b
To o, Thell day n thencelles \ne;/'I‘I{-tcy L+ whats
+he \'\amw but there s Ssee haem ool emd vp
etring hoot@d s T€ o &hld dase gek inuoluea Lit+h

\ ' \

_Center wece ey pnll learn o ot legsan,
N * \

that evecy orhe~ IKin 1% deing 1+ lout YThets

Nt true. And anotrer teasan 15 that they think
They wiodt gexr Veolced ot They wi'll. The hn'i.ques"r‘
lesson K105 Dont leamn ahourt AMVES 15 that D rys

Kill. They vsally leaen it (ohen vang of the X129
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Student Exemplar for Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 and Standard English

Conventions Score Point 4
00
Hove Ueo et tok ok O desk, upur tharpenad
penei\ ve%g:\& O wxthe ond the doominq  stogled
etk DO Lo wou ko €N No moNer how nasd
you tred, covld you NSk Qek your broin to ik
T WasK 3O BIPS Mt ougih e candow 0 igvk
cags g, e coot witn 0 SN alow. To yaw,
howeves, 05 you wik '\\I\QQQ,) WNOX  WOStT. sUN
stotks ko fed like blades ot five pounding
0QoiOst your Lok . The dotk fcks moncmously
N e oocicoroung - Beods of 2weak fotm on
our gom asd Yok X0 slide down the \slope.
M Aoty \onds oy squeeze (OUS penc
\'\g\-\*es ong -\t‘\g\t‘te: qum‘tx\ LSOUPH \mu&kes “urn
e . YOUr sinting  'o%oan blocks out ol Wwe
onscoecs you studdied last A ‘Wnax tvood
X do”” you wonder. You agse Qoing Yo foul .
Moy Wds gek sessed ouk wwen twe pressire
S o0 . We shosk Xo poniC when we doonM
Wow We onswes, ookl ol possible solutions
oce vocked Ok of out heods. Oa Ywe \oog
ouwtey Wweouvgh school and e yomp ko
OUT COSRR WY 1S Wpakont o Ad o wooy
X0 colm ocurselves A o . Stess S o bascies
W We  whick all kds swould leaca +o

Qe COME .
TeNs of homewxdtk asSianvents wds taost

otken Keok ot oa, Wt Wt CON OlsO e
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cokaning o fiy ball on o ooseball fied.
T wove woddhed mony VS get ‘ease, Wrus
knees uckle ond tneiw eyes ofow 0s e Yall
comes 0Oens. hen Wgse kKids shask ho  pond.
Ta a0 v ax all e vall Wl omg
Yo Wl gfoond a few kel W fronk of
™em or tole Weougin Mene \eqs. Then tweic
foce Tams ted wxth evoostessMesk. IS ook
Lo, T ¥now. In spalng tees oF OO,
alowed o presesrodion kids ohen Swess
ok os Wl (hen  faey wi\l fumble Maent
WOTAS Ond Ok TRMOMPeC (ODNOX RO B0 -
The vesk way YO salve s prodlen
S Yo leosth Yo colvn down. TakdQ o deep,
‘ean  ond  Cereroenng Whok hesse nod plos-
ned Wi elp the d  gek Nroogh s
sheesstul toment. Talling harvesives ok ey
lno e (nforvcon  will  alsd Welp e
cegoun  confiderce mote. Thon Lxoktying
obouk wWhak wil\ Wappen £ they foil.
Neo, & eossible, x obten velps Yo qet up,
Tep oAy YO ofae & shack os @ glass of
wokeS, Tre id shoould ¥y %6 calm his or hes
mind and ool off. ITL s S noN cossiole
O e seéc\—m% e oC $Whe s D, RN
con colv Naem docon o well.
From expeterck T w0 Yok ™
S oa ™pottorst \esson YO \east . Whwen
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X woS \\C:;Jh%e_r I woud S-’cUd\./ o Cku\ztes
ool 3. could  relie e Wkor eotion
Dok LWosdsS . When T cooud came kO c\asS
T wadd ok down ond soen ®k [0
ORTVOS T coddivt Yuank. T wolld podvic.
Evern N™ougin I ondestood Mo wlom-
oxion, T -Q\\??ed ok ond wwoudcy= dao
welM . My ™Mo vades ﬁoed s ond '\'O\)g‘n*
we Wow *o Calm wayzelf down Thod . way
I coud Yow WaoXx S enowu.
Even now, someriveS downg Pt esentakions

OC Wen T come *o o &kl gquestion
on o Yesk, T etosy %0 Rk skess . Howeve
oW, T knaw S eves o Sop &nd colm
Mmyselk befoie costinuing. A cdeos cund
crecxkeS cleoser Osswess T hove fourd,
ond cleoses onsSwesS TS wwoX I
aow. Thcess & A hwutdle wwea 3 cun Yo
coce of Wee. When s P in ™My Lok,
T oONY Qo asound. Be steady, I tell
rysels Colm\y, I con €\y oves e  ‘oostigs
ot Siress. Hopefuly avess cown \eosn Tis \essoon,
o f\y oves ¥, *oo.
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